
WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY ENVIRONMENT? DISCUSS THE COMPONENTS OF 
ENVIRONMENT. 

What is Environment? 

The environment refers to the sum total of all living (biotic) and non-living (abiotic) elements 
that surround us and influence life on Earth. It includes natural and human-made components 
that interact with each other to sustain life. The environment provides resources, supports 
ecosystems, and plays a crucial role in maintaining ecological balance. 

The term "environment" encompasses everything from the air we breathe, the water we drink, 
and the land we live on, to the interactions between different species and their surroundings. 

Components of Environment 

The environment consists of two main components: 

1. Natural Environment 

This includes all naturally occurring elements, both living and non-living. It is further divided 
into: 

A. Biotic Components (Living Elements) 

These include all living organisms that interact with each other and their surroundings. 
Examples: 

 Plants (Flora): Trees, grass, flowers, and all vegetation. 
 Animals (Fauna): Humans, birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and aquatic creatures. 
 Microorganisms: Bacteria, fungi, algae, and viruses that play essential roles in 

ecosystems. 

B. Abiotic Components (Non-Living Elements) 

These include all the physical and chemical factors that influence living organisms. Examples: 

 Air (Atmosphere): Provides oxygen for breathing, carbon dioxide for photosynthesis, 
and protects life from harmful solar radiation. 

 Water (Hydrosphere): Essential for life, found in oceans, rivers, lakes, glaciers, and 
groundwater. 

 Land (Lithosphere): Includes soil, minerals, mountains, and other landforms that 
support plant and animal life. 

 Climate & Weather: Temperature, humidity, rainfall, wind patterns, and seasonal 
variations that impact living conditions. 

2. Human-Made (Anthropogenic) Environment 



This includes all elements that are created and modified by human activities. It is categorized 
into: 

A. Social & Cultural Environment 

 Society & Communities: Human populations, cultural traditions, and social systems. 
 Institutions: Schools, hospitals, governments, and laws that shape human behavior and 

development. 

B. Built Environment 

 Urban & Rural Settlements: Cities, towns, villages, and infrastructure such as roads, 
bridges, and buildings. 

 Technology & Industry: Factories, transportation systems, energy production, and 
technological advancements that impact the natural environment. 

Conclusion 

The environment is a complex system consisting of both natural and human-made components. 
While the natural environment sustains life, human activities have significantly altered 
ecosystems, leading to challenges such as pollution, climate change, and biodiversity loss. 
Understanding the components of the environment helps us take steps toward sustainable 
development and environmental conservation. 

 


